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By Julius Epstein

NEWS ON FAILURES of Soviet
manned space flights is, at least

.In part, “managed” by Washington.
No American without access to the

relevant classified information ‘can

know for sure whether the Soviets
have suffered fatalities in space. But -
the evidence is clear that Washing-
“ton would not tell even if it knew all-

about Soviet space accidents,

;Rumors that Soviet cosmonauts’

were lost have been circulating for

years—long before Vladimir M. Ko-.

marev was killed lust April, i the

- only fatal accident admitted by Mos-

cow. For example, on Oct. 4, 1965,

~ electronic news reported “the Rus-
- sians have lost 10 cosmonauts, includ-

ing one woman in faulty space shots.”
This information was attributed to “a
top NASA official.” -

In the same year, the celebrated
“Penkovsky Papers” were pub-

lished. Col. Oleg Penkovsky was a

high official in Soviet intelligence,
considered by President Kennedy to
be our best informer inside the USSR.
During the Cuban missile crisis of

- 1662, President Xennedy relied on
- Penkovsky's inforination about Soviet

missile preparedness. Penkovsky was

~ caught and executed.

NASA didn't say

. The Penkovsky book contains two
references to Soviet space fatalities.

“Several Sputniks were launched. . .
and never heard from again. They
took the lives of several trained as-

- tronauts.” The colonel also asserted:

“Theref were several unsuccessful
lauachings of Sputniks, with men

- killed prior to Gagarin’s flight. Ei-

ther the missile would explode on the

launching pad or it would go up and

never return.” -
Since Penkovsky's information on

- Soviet casualties proved to be ace
. curate, there seems to be no reason
- to dispute his other disclosures. The
. Central Intelligence Agency al.

the publication of the Penkovsky T
terials.
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subcommittee on May 23 and June

‘Earth Three Times”, .

6, 1963, witnesses from the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration
(NASA), hinted broadly that the So-

" viets had suffered various mishaps in

space. But, on.the ground that the
information is classified, they shied
away from ful] disclosure.

Some Soviet mishaps even became
known to the free world through com-
munist sources, A few years ago, a-
high official of a Czech-Soviet Space
Research Center in Prague leaked

to an Italian news agency the story -

that several Soviet cosmonaufs had
died in space,
Even more authentic was the front-

. page story in the London Daily Work-
“er on April 12, 1981, The headlines

Cosmonaut  Circles
. “First Man
in Spaee Baek Alive==Bui Sulfsving
From Effects of His Flight.”

The story, according to which the

read:  “Sovief

Soviet cosmonaut was launched.on '

lApril 7, 1961, was wired to the Dally

+ Worker by its Moscow correspondent,
- Dennis Ogden.

He and other comrnunist corre-
spondents had received sealed enve-
‘lopes which contained the sensational
" story. The envelopes were not sup-

posed fo be opened without the per-
" mission of the -Soviet government.

All the communist newsmen except

Ogdeén followed the order.

Story never- releasad

According to reliable information, |

. the CIA submitted a confidential doc-
- ument to the White House early this
. year reporting the deaths of at least
11 Soviet cosmonauts in addition to
“..that of Komarov.
The Washington decision not to dis-

close information on Soviet manned

" space flight failures was made Jan.

13, 1961, -during the last days of the

- Eisenhower administration, presum-
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| At present, Washinglon's silence ap-
© pears to be motivated by the strong
" desire to hear no evil, see no evil and

+ ! speak no evil about the USSR. ;
' According to the 1961 agreemént,

- NASA publishes information on Sg-
viet space, activities which has “beén
+ authorized for public release throtgh
“the office of the assistant secretary
- of defense for public affairs,” provid-
red “ine data on foreign space activi-
ties” have been “officially reported to
.1he United Natlons registry.” In addi-
“tion, only those data can be released
"which were confirmed” by the*U.S.
space surveillance system run by'the

North American Alr Defense'-. QO;p-‘

mand, v

However, only . those confifmed’.

' “data on foreign space activities '(in-'
.cluding failures)? can be released by-
‘NASA ‘“which have been publicly an-

- nounced by the foreign government .

gonearned.” = 4

With the one exception of the Ko- -

{ marov catastrophe, which could-'not
. be concealed, the Soviets have never
©yet.announged any of their manned
~space flight failures. Hence,::the
-agreement of Jan. 13, 1961, has prob-

"~ ably resulted in the withholding of

such information from the American
-public, -

sasany

-Bhoss Act in effect

'On July 4, 1987, the Moss Act be- :

came the law of the land. It stipulates

. that unless disclosure would endanger .

national security, government 'infor-
. mation should be made available to

© the American people.

The act amplifics Executive ‘Order

10501, issued by President Eisenhow- -

- er on Nov. §, 1953, in that it-author-
izes court action to force release of
such information.

It is hard to see how information

about Soviet space failures could hurt

' the United States. Nor is there any -
emergency which, to wcceive a politl-
' .cal opponent, would justify news man-

agement. The U.S. govrenment has

been reporting on Soviet nuclear tests
without ever asking Moscow’s permis- -
sion. Since the first Soviet nuclear
. explosicn in 1949, American security, :
which ultimately is - dependent “upon |

" an informed public, has been predi-

.cated on the release policy originat-

ed by President Truman, ?

The Department of Defense-NASA :
agreement results in deceiving. the .
American public and s, therefore,
incompatible with the spirit and- Jet- -
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- give an honest ac-.

Ipis high time

©_counting of ‘Soviet space losses. ‘




